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To the Reverend 


The CLERGY 


OF THE 


Dioceſe of YORK. 


My Reverend Brethren, 


Leaſe to accept the following Ser- 
mon as an Inſtruction from me, 
in theſe dangerous Days, to beſtir 
yourſelves in Defence of your Country, 
have choſen one Topick of Admo- 
nition ; the ſame, and many more, 
are open to your Conſideration: For 
as an honeſt Clergyman cannot want 
Zeal, ſo neither can he be at a loſs 
for Argument, in Defence of his holy 
Religion, his King, and the Laws of 
his Country. 


Popery, and arbitrary Power, ſa 
often checked and defeated by this. 


honeſt 


tion; the Countenance and 1 
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honeſt and gallant People, are now 
making a new Attempt upon us; and 
by a Way which ought ina ſtrong and 


peculiar Manner to raiſe our Indigna- 


of France and Spam; Nations hither- 
to deſpicable to us for their Weakneſs, 
and hated for their Perfidy and unman- 
ly brutal Cruelty. 


I pray God give you Spirit and 
FO. a and * e wlar.2 
to inſtruct your People; and enable 
you, by his Grace, to ſhew your- 
ſelves, in the Midſt of Danger, ſhi- 
ning Examples of Integrity in your 
Religion, Loyalty to your King, and 
Fidelity to your Country, 


x 1 am, | 


Your alfectionate Brother, 


a 4. T H 0. EBO R. 


In 
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EccLEs. Chap. vii. Verſ. 2. 


T counſel thee to keep the King's commandment, 
and that in regard of the oath of God, | 


Honour and Obedience which is due 
to the King, as the Protector and 


Guardian of the publick Safety; and his Manner 
of urging it is worth obſerving: I counſel thee, 
ſays he, to keep the King's commandment ; my 
Age and Experience, who have fo long held the 
Reins of Government in my Hand, gives me a 
Title to preſs this Advice upon you with more 
than ordinary Authority: And therefore, be- 
cauſe I am fo well acquainted with the evil Con- 
ſequences of Diſobedience, and have ſeen, in fo 
many Inſtances, Faction and Rebellion ending 


HE Deſign of the wiſe Author, Sola- 
mon, is, to ſecure from the Subject that 


always in the Miſchief, and often in the utter 


Ruin of turbulent and unquiet Spirits, I counſel 
you, I would adviſe you, as the moſt prudent 
Method you can take, moſt for the Peace and 
Comfort of your Life, that you keep the King's 

A com- 
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commandment; i. e. that you be obedient to the 
Laws of your Country, honour him who is the 
Protector and Preſerver of them, and ſhew your- 
ſelf an Example of a quiet and peaceable Diſpo- 
ſition. This is certainly your wiſeſt Courſe, and 
I would counſel you to follow it. But that is not 
all that is in it ; your Obedience is tied upon you 
by other Arguments, and ye muſt needs be ſub- 
ject, not only for Wrath, not only to avoid the 
Inconveniencies of Rebellion, and the juſt Diſ- 
pleaſure of the Magiſtrate, but for Conſcience 
fake ; for you muſt remember, that you have en- 
tered into the moſt ſolemn religious Engagement, 
and that your Obedience to the Government un- 
der which you live, is become your indiſpenſable 
Duty, in regard to the oath of God, which you 
have taken to maintain and ſupport it. Lay 
theſe Things together therefore, and imprint 
them upon your Minds, and ſee whether I have 
Not good Reaſon to preſs this Advice upon you 
as of the greateſt Conſequence ; and not only to 
counſel, but to adjure you by the Regard which 
you have to the Peace and Safety of your Life, 


and by the Allegiance which you owe to God, 
that you keep the King's commandment. 
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1 
able Juncture (dropping for the preſent the firſt 


Part of Solomon's Advice, concerning the Incon- 
venience and Miſchief of Rebellion, to thoſe who 


are engaged in it; which, however, will be con- 


ſidered too in the Courſe of the Argument) to 
dwell very particularly upon the ſecond; and to 
examine into the great Importance of that Conſi- 
deration, which demands our Obedience to the 
Supreme Magiſtrate, as our Duty in regard of 
the Oath of God, by which we have engaged and 
promiſed it. And the beſt Way perhaps of doing 
Juſtice to this Part of the Argument, will be, by 
ſhewing the great Iniquity of Perjury as it af- 
tes our Fidelity to the Government which pro- 
tects us; for then it will appear, by very clear and 
ſtrong Reflexion, how much we are obliged to be 
peaceable, and obedient to the King's command. 
ment, in regard to the oath of God. 


I ſaid I thought the doing this would not be at 
this Time unſeaſonable, I ſhould have ſaid it is 
moſt neceſſary; for Perjury productive of Re- 
bellion is no common Calamity, but ſuch an one 
as threatens the very Being of our\Nation, and 
the Ruin of every thing which is dear and valu- 
able. to us: And our Allegiance to God, our 
Ls the beſt of Kings, our Love to the 

2 A 2 happieſt 
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141 
happieſt Country under Heaven, and our com- 
mon Charity to the Souls of Men, make it our 
neceſſary Duty, that all of us contribute, in our 
proper Sphere and Station, to expel this fatal 
Miſchief, and to remove this foul Scandal from 


amongſt us. 


1 propoſe it to you therefore, that you would 


take occaſion, from this very wiſe Advice of So- 


iamon, which I have read to you, to go along 
with me in reflecting upon the monſtrous Wic- 
kedneſs of Men, who diſobey the King's Com- 
mandment; or, which is the ſame Thing, who 
betray the Laws and Intereſt of their Country, 
in direct Violation of the Oath of God, by which 
they have obliged themſelves to preſerve them. 
And we ſhall find, that as the Iniquity of pu- 
blick Perjury appears in ſome Circumſtances 
which are common to every Degree of that Sin, 
ſo it is ſtill in a more aggravating Manner diſtin- 
guiſhed by others which are peculiar to this 
worſt Degree of it, And, 


Firſt, This Perjury proceeds from a falſe and 
perfidious Heart, and therefore brings a moſt 


| foul Stain upon a Man's Character; and ſhews 
that he wants the moſt amiable Part of it, Sin- 


\ cerity. 
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cerity. Sincerity is a natural Duty: For, whe- 
ther I am ſworn to it or not, I am obliged 
to ſpeak the Truth, and to keep my Promiſe. 
To be a Liar, is of all others the moſt odious 
and ſhameful Quality; and we have almoſt all of 
us ſo quick a Senſe of our Obligations to Truth 
and Fidelity, that we cannot brook even the 
moſt diſtant Imputation of having forfeited them. 
Sincerity in our Words, and Faithfulneſs in our 
Promiſes, is the higheſt Commendation that can 
be given of us; and there is no hearing the Cha- 
racter, without envying the Poſſeſſor of it; 
when we are told of any Man, that he uſes 
Truth and Plainneſs in all his Words and Doings, 
that his Tongue is ever the true Interpreter of 
his Mind, and his Expreſſions the lively Image 
of his Thoughts and Affections, and his outward 
Actions exactly agreeable to his inward Purpoſes. 
But, if he is full of inſidious Devices, and little 
Tricks and Fetches of Craft and Cunning; if 
he is all over falſe Appearance and deceitful Diſ- 
guiſe, both in his Words and Actions, this will 
ſpoil and taint every good Quality he can have 
beſides : Nay, the more extraordinary his other 
Qualities, ſo much the worſe ; for, if very con- 
ſiderable and uſeful Parts are joined to a very 
wicked and infincere Mind, he will be the 

more 
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ger of my Falſhogd ? For all this is implied in 


1 

more dangerous and miſchievous Hypocrite. 
So that, if there was nothing worſe in Perjury 
than this, that it is a Breach of a natural Duty, 
and that it brings a Stain upon a Man's Repu- 
tation, which all the good Qualities in the 
World cannot wipe out; this alone were a very 
heinous Circumſtance, and ſufficient, one would 
think, to deter any one from being guilty of it, 
even in Reverence to himſelf, and in regard to 
his Honour and good Name. But there is 


much more in it than this; for, when I have 


bound my Allegiance with an Oath, that in the 
very End and Nature of it implies a more pe- 


culiar Obligation to diſcharge it truly: For the 


Purpoſe of my entering into it, is to give the 


very beſt Teſtimony that I can of my Fidelity, 


and that the Perſon with whom I am concerned 
may thence receive the beſt Aſſurance, that he 
may ſafely repoſe in me the greateſt Truſt and 
Confidence; and therefore, ta deceive him under 


ſuch Circumſtances of Affiance in me, is the vi- 


leſt and moſt abominable Treachery. And how 
ſhall I anſwer it to myſelf, if I have appealed to 
the great God of Heaven for Confirmation of it, 
and called upon him in the moſt ſolemn Man- 
ner, to be a Witneſs of my Truth, or an Aven- 


the 
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the religious Uſage of an Oath ; for then I am 
underſtood to appeal to God as a Witneſs of my 
Thoughts and Actions; to that God who is in- 
finitely true, and can deceive no Man; to that 
God who is infinitely wiſe, and can be deceived 
of none, whoſe all-ſceing Eye is continually up- 
on my Heart and Actions, and whoſe Ear is a 
conſtant Witneſs of all my Words, and ought 
therefore at all Times to deter me from Falſhood 
and Hypocriſy, How bold and daring then 
muſt my Impiety be, if I appeal to him, as 
preſent, to confirm what I know to be falſe, 
and call upon him, who is Truth itſelf, to bear 
Teſtimony to my Iniquity? Is not this to put the 
greateſt Affront and the fouleſt Scorn upon God 
himſelf, and to treat his moſt holy Majeſty 
with a leſs Degree of Reverence than I would 
pay even to a good Man? There is no concei- 
ving the ſtrange Impudence of this Impiety, in 
appealing to God himſelf to bear Teſtimony to 
my Integrity, when I am conſcious that I am 
ſelling my Soul for the Wages of Hypocriſy and 
Falſhood. Tis a ſhameleſs Inſolence in Wic- 
kedneſs this Perjury, and ſeems to be a Sin even 
of a deeper Dye than Scarlet. Other Sins carry 
their Shame along with them. The Drunkard, 
the Thief, and the Adulterer, compared to the 


falſe 
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falſe 8wearer, are Sinners of ſome Modeſty; ſo 
far from deſiring God to be a Witneſs of their s 
foul and atrocious Actions, they would avoid his N 
Preſence, and retire from him if they could: But L 
Perjury has this daring Degree of Wickedneſs 
peculiar to it, that it wilfully affronts even the 
Majeſty of God, and calls upon him to ſee and 
to obſerve with what a ſteady and confirmed Im- 
piety they can diſhonour his Name, and defy his 
Vengeance. For there is this further implied in 
the Nature of an Oath, that we appeal to his 
ij Juſtice, as well as to his Knowledge, and do in 
| effect deſire him that our Falſhood may be fol- | 
if lowed by his ſevereſt Vengeance, And, ſure, no- } 
thing can add Weight to our Obligations to 
| Truth and Fidelity, which are already bound 
|} upon us by the juſt Fear of God's Curſe and 
| Indignation : For Perjury, under theſe Circum- 
| ſtances, 1s a very deſperate Degree of Wicked- | 
| neſs indeed ; and the miſerable Wretch who is | 
guilty of it, has taken his utmoſt Pains to ſhut | 
himſelf out from any Appeal to God's Mercy ; 
for he has voluntarily thrown himſelf upon the 
divine Juſtice, and voluntarily expoſed himſelf 
to its utmoſt Rigour and Severity : And he is in 
ſo much worſe Circumſtances than any other Sin- 
ner, that one may almoſt ſay he has not ſo much 
as 
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as left himſelf a Reſerve in the Goodneſs and 
Compaſſion of God Almighty. 


Let him remember, but let him tremble at the 
Remembrance, that, when he took the holy 
Book into his Hand, and bound his Fidelity by 
his Religion, he was underſtood to mean 
* Let this Engagement of mine be made in the 
moſt ſolemn Manner, and let all the World 
take notice, that, if I am falſe to Truth, and 
to the Truſt repoſed in me, I defire no Part 
ein the Goodneſs and Mercy of God, nor in 
e the Blood of my Redeemer ; may the Indi- 
e gnation and Curſe of God attend me here, 
te ard may my Name be blotted out of the Book 
s of Life.“ | 


cc 


Theſe are the very bad Circumſtances which 
attend the Commiſſion of this monſtrous Sin in 
every Degree of it, that it taints and corrupts a 
Man's Honour and Reputation, and is a moſt 
wicked Affront and Indignity offered to the Ma- 
jeſty of Heaven, But, when it appears in Trea- 
chery and Diſobedience to the Civil Government, 
it is then ſeen with new Circumſtances of Aggra- 
vation; for, that moſt certainly proceeds from 
the moſt vile and deteſted Principids, and tends 

B to 


1 
to bring about the worſt and moſt unworthy 
Purpoſes. 


View | it in its Principles and Motives, and you 
will find the Foundations of it laid in the dark- 
eſt and moſt black Diſpoſitions; in Men, whoſe 
Minds and Conſciences are perpetually intoxica- 
ted by Ambition, by Pride, by Covetouſneſs, by 
Revengefulneſs, by Faction; which laſt is no- 
thing elſe but a wicked Compound of Pride and 
Covetouſneſs, and Ambition and Revengefulneſs, 
united and made faſt together by Hypocriſy : 
Qualities, all of them ungovernable ; and which 
continually animate Men, who are enſlaved by 
them, to break looſe from all the moſt ſacred Ties 
of Reaſon, of Religion, and of their ſworn Al- 

legiance to God and to their Country, 


For, to Men of theſe Diſpoſitions, it is no Ar- 
gument of Peace and Obedience, that the Ad- 
miniſtration of a Government is in the wiſeſt 
Hands, and that every thing is managed with the 
exacteſt Juſtice and moſt ſcrupulous Obſervance 
of the Laws, — If their Pride and Ambition is 
not ſatisfied, and if they are not diſtinguiſhed 
by Poſts of Dignity and Honour, they will endea- 
vour to noo? the Order and Regularity of Things; 

| and, 
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and, if they are not. allowed a Share in the con- 
ducting it, they will contrive Ways to clog the 
Wheels of Government, and make it drive hea- 
vily, if they cannot overturn it, 


To Men of theſe Diſpoſitions, it is no Argu- 
ment of Loyalty and a peaceful Demeanour, that 
every thing is ſecured to them which can make 
their Lives comfortable and eaſy ; that their Pro- 


perty ſtands upon the Baſis of the Laws; that 


their Goods and Poſſeſſions are guarded from all 
Violence and Outrage; and that every Man is al- 
lowed to dwell ſafely under his own vine, and un- 
der his own fig-tree. — All theſe are inconſide- 
rable Advantages, not worth our Thanks or our 
Remembrance, — Tis a ſufficient Grievance, 
and will abundaatly juſtify their Diſobedience, 


that they are cut off from every Opportunity of 


enriching themſelves and Families, and muſt ſub- 


mit to be contented with a moderate and eaſy 


Fortune, when they might be laying the Foun- 


dation of diſtinguiſhed Grandeur and Magnifi» 


cence. 


To Men of theſe Diſpoſitions, whoſe Hearts 
boil with Malice and Revenge, it is no Argument 
for a meek and dutiful Behaviour, that they live 
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ſaid more to expoſe theſe wicked Principles, and 


* 

under the Protection of the mildeſt and beſt na- 
tured Prince, and the moſt juſt and equitable 
Government, For, if they are not allowed the 
Pleaſure of Revenge, and to execute their Ma- 
lice upon the Men they hate, in ſpite of all Ob- 
ligations to the contrary, from Religion and com- 


mon Gratitude, they will revile the King, and 


fly at his Name and Honour with the greateſt 
Virulency, and with the moſt falſe and odious 
Calumnies, and blacken the Adminiftration by 
artful Miſrepreſentations, invidious Conſtructions, 
and malicious Aggravations. 


To Men of theſe Diſpoſitions, who feed up- 


on Faction, and love to live in Storms, it is no Ar- 
gument to excite their Zeal for their King and 
for the Honour and Intereſt of their Country, that 
they are bleſſed with the happy Influence of a Go- 
vernment which labours for the Peace and Pro- 
ſperity of the Publick, and employs their ut- 
moſt Wiſdom and their utmoſt Care to kill the 
lurking Spirit of Tumult and Diſquiet. They 


are uncaſy, if they are not active in Sedition; 


and that very Tranquillity embitters the Pleaſure 
and Happineſs of their Lives, which is the great- 
eſt Bleſſing to every body elſe. What can be 


to 
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to ſhew this blackeſt Degree of Perjury in its 
proper Colours, this foul Scandal to our Religi- 
on, this baſe Diſhonour to a Man's Reputation, 
this monſtrous Impiety to God, this vile Trea- 
chery to our King and Country? What can be 
ſaid more to expoſe it, and to make the Guilty 
as contemptible, as they deſerve to be, in the 
Eyes of juſt and peaceable and honeſt People? 
What but to conſider a little to what unworthy 
and miſchievous Purpoſes it tends directly? 


I would not falſify my Word and Oath, al- 
though it were to effe& ſome good Deſign ; tho? 
it were to protect the Innocent, to help the Fa- 
therleſs and Widow, to ſave or to aſſiſt the Mi- 
ſerable; though it were to guard my Country 
from impending Miſchief: And ſhall I then be 
induced to do it in order to pervert all Equity and 
Juſtice, or to endanger of deſtroy my Country ? 
How naturally do we exclaim againſt the Villa- 
ny, and how heartily join our Voices in throw- 
ing all the Reproach we can upon the perfidious 
and falſe Swearer ? How do we hunt him out of 
the Courts of Juſtice, and almoſt baniſh him the 
common Society of Men ? 
Behold the Man, we ſay, (pointing him out 
| to 
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1 
:0 Diſgrace and Puniſhment), who, by the Help 


of his abominable Perjury, can oppreſs the Righ- 
teous in ſpite of the Juſtice of his Cauſe, the In- 


tegrity of the Judge, and almoſt of the Provi- 


dence of God. 


Behold the Man who confounds Right and 
Wrong, Truth and Falſhood, Juſtice and Inju- 
ſtice ; who can make the Oppreſſor inſolent, and 
the Innocent miſtruſtful; who can render the 
Deciſions of Juries as precarious as thoſe of the 
Sword; who can deſpoil Virtue of its beſt Secu- 


rity, and can arm and protect the Malicious and 
the Murderer, 


Behold the Man who can hear and ſee unmo- 
ved, and even with an Air of Pleaſantry and 
Complacence in his Succeſs, the Lamentations 


of the Oppreſſed, the Cries of injured Orphans, 


the Tears and Sighs of poor and diſtreſſed Wi- 
dows, the Ruin of whole Families, and the ſhed- 


ding of innocent Blood. Is our Indignation juſt 


againſt ſuch Villanies, and ſhall we fit indifferent 
when thoſe of much greater Magnitude are tranſ- 
acting? Theſe Effects of private Perjury are de- 
teſtable enough: But what are they compared 

to 


L731 
to the miſerable Conſequences of Perjury ending 
in Rebellion ? 


To enkindle in you a juſt Zeal and Abhor- 
rence of ſuch Practices, I muſt not tell you that 
they intercept, in particular Caſes, between the in- 
nocent and the happy Influence of the Magiſtrate, 

but that they ſtrike at the very Foundations of 
Government itſelf ; I muſt not tell you that they 
inj1re Property, but deſtroy it; not that they 
ſtop the Execution of the Laws, but that they 
pluck them up by the Roots; not that they ob- 
ſtruct Juſtice in its Courſe, and bring undeſer- 
ved Ruin to the Oppreſſed, to Orphans, to Wi- 
dows, to private Families. Theſe Circumſtan- 
ces, hateful as they are, do yet come very ſhort 
of its Effects. And, to give you a full and com- 
pleat Notion of the Miſchiefs of publick Perjury 
and Rebellion, I muſt paſs before your Eyes a 
melancholy Scene of a fruitful and happy Coun- 
try made a Place of Deſolation and a Field of 
Blood ; I muſt repreſent to you Friends, Neigh- | 
bours, Brethren, all at fatal Variance, and ſheath- 
ing their Swords in one anothers Bowels ; I muſt 
repreſent to you all Property confounded, and 4 
our Goods and Poſſeſſions made the Prey of the 
next Invader; I muſt fill up the frightful Scene 


with 


6 J 
with Houſes torn down and rifled ; Temples, 
which now appear in their juſt Beauty and Ma- 
gnificence, defaced, and levelled with the Ground; 
Villages burnt up; Cities laid in Aſhes: In one 
Word, I muſt repreſent to your Eyes (what I 
hope you will never ſee but in Imagination) our 
excellent King, poſſeſſed of as much Juſtice and 
Mercy and Good-nature as ever Prince was en- 
dowed with, falling by the Hands of blood- 
thirſty Rebellion ; our Country ruined ; our Re- 
ligion, Laws, and Liberties wreſted and torn 
from us. And, to cloſe all, (if God for our Sins 
ſhould ſuffer that to be the Iſſue), I muſt repre- 
ſent to you the braveſt People in the World, 
uſed to give Law to others, and to be had in Re- 
verence of all their Neighbours, made the Scorn 
and Deriſion of them that hate them, and igno- 
miniouſly filling up the Triumph of an inſolent 
Conqueror; one who has neither Birth nor 
Law to intitle him to a Crown, and who is un- 
der ſuch Obligations to the moſt covetous and 
rapacious People, that the Riches and very Life- 
blood of three Kingdoms will not ſatisfy them; 
one who has been bred up in a Hatred of the 
Proteſtant Reformed Religion, and in Love and 
Bigotry to that which is little better than a ſad 
Corruption of the Chriſtian, and a Medley of 
Wickedneſs 


1 
Wickedneſs and Superſtition; one who has 
been educated in the tyrannical Maxims of ſcan- 
dalous and corrupted Courts, who neither love 
nor underſtand the Liberties and Intereſts of Man- 
kind. For, if this Rebellion, riſing from a Cloud 
no bigger than a Man's Hand, ſhould grow up 


into a frightful Storm, and ſcatter Deſolation 


round us, it will owe its Progreſs to the Coun- 
tenance and Support of France and Spain, our 
old and inveterate Enemies; who have no other 
Reaſon for diſturbing our Repoſe, but becauſe 
we endeavour to ſtop the Overflowings of their 
Tyranny, and ſtand up in Defence of the Liber- 
ties and Repoſe of Europe, God forbid their 
wicked Machinations ſhould take Effect! Pro- 
vidence has often confounded them, and we 
humbly hope will find out a Way to fave us once 
again, But, if they are ordained to be the Scour- 
ges of a finful People, the Puniſhment will fit 
the heavier upon us, for coming from the Hands 
of thoſe whom we deſpiſe and hate. — Let us 


humble ourſelves before the Throne of God, ac- 
knowledge his Juſtice, and implore his Mercy, 
and at the ſame time ſtand up as becomes us, 
and ſhew ourſelves Men : And, for a Pattern to 
our Condu&, let us look into the Annals of that 
illuſtrious Queen, now with God, by the Brave- 
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1 
ry and Wiſdom of whoſe Arms and Councils 
theſe haughty Tyrants were once humbled, and 
humbled to that Degree, as almoſt literally to 
crouch to us for Bread. And ſhall we now ſub- 
mit ? Shall a Nation whoſe Eſtabliſhment is 
founded, as to Religion, in Reaſon and the pure 
Sentiments of the Goſpel, and, as to its Civil 
Policy, in the tendereſt Regard for the Good 
and Liberties of human Kind, receive Law from 
thoſe whoſe Religion is ſuch as an honeſt Hea- 
then would be aſhamed of, and whoſe Govern- 
ment is abſolute ill-natur'd Tyranny ? God for- 
bid. We are not yet ſo fallen. Let us be true 
to our Engagements and our Duty to the beſt of 
Kings; he will be true to us, and ſtand up in 
Defence of thoſe Laws which have inviolably 
been the Rule of his Government: But Falſhood 
and Perfidiouſneſs will undermine his Councils, 
diſarm his Forces, and defeat his beſt Endea- 
vours for the Publick ; and therefore, if ſuch, in 
our preſent Circumſtances of living happily un- 
der the beſt Conſtitution, are like to be the fatal 
Effects of Perjury and Rebellion, you will all, I 
am ſure, join with me in affirming, that they 
who, in ſpite of their moſt ſolemn Oaths, can 
forfeit their Allegiance, and lend an helping 
' Hand to haſten ſuch dreadful Ruin as this upon 


us, 


n 
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us, muſt be Men whom neither a natural Senſe 
of Good and Evil, nor Duty to the Magiſtrate, 
nor Love to their Country, nor Juſtice to their 
Neighbour, nor Compaſſion to their Fellow- 
ſubjects, nor the Preſence of God, nor an Ap- 
peal to his Knowledge, nor an Appeal to his 
Juſtice, can keep within the Bounds of Fide- 
lity and Truth. This Reflexion you will 
make, and this Reflexion will kindle in your 
Breaſts a juſt and noble Ardour to hunt out 
and proſecute this ſpreading Wickedneſs, this 
horrible Abuſe of God's holy Name, this open 
Contempt of his Judgment, this inſolent Defi- 
ance of his Vengeance, this Treaſon againſt hu. 
man Society; which undermines the very Foun- 
dations of publick Peace and Juſtice, and the 
private Security of every Man's Life and For- 
tune,—lIt is the leaſt we can do for the Credit of 
our Religion, for the Honour of our King, and 
for the Proſperity of our Country, to make this 
Vice as contemptible as it is impious, that all the 
World may ſee, that we are not yet ſo decayed 
in our Religion, but that we have a conſcienti- 
ous Senſe of its Obligations; not yet fo aban- 
doned to all Senſe of Gratitude and Duty, but 
that we can be jealous for the Honour and for 
the Happineſs of the beſt of Kings; 08 yet ſo 
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out of Love with Liberty, or ſo ignorant of the 
Means to preſerve it; not yet ſo far deluded in 
our Judgment, but that we can diſcern the Dif- 
ference between a wiſe and free Government, e- 
ſtabliſhed by wholeſome Laws, protected by the 
juſteſt and mildeſt Prince, and guarded and ſe- 
cured by the Religion and Courage and Fidelity 
of loyal Suhjects ; between ſuch a Government, 
and that of a Popiſh Fugitive, brought in by 
Blood and Devaſtation, ſettled upon the Ruins 
of all Law and Liberty, conducted by the Ma- 
xims of a People who are Strangers to all Jaſtice 
and Good-nature, and ſupported by the timorous 
and feeble Hands of Treachery and Perfidiouſ- 
nels, 5 


PREY ITY * 
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A SPEECH, made by his Grace 
the Lord Archbiſhop of YORK, 


at the preſenting an Aſſociation 
entered into at the Caſtle of York, 


Sept. 24. 1745. 


My Lords, 


Gentlemen, 


My Reverend B rethren of the Clergy, 


Am deſired by the Lords Lieutenants of the 

ſeveral Ridings, to open to you the Reaſons 
of our preſent Aſſembling; and, as the Adver- 
tiſement which has called us together, is in eve- 
ry body's Hands, and the Fact now ſpeaks itſelf 
too plainly, a few Words will be ſufficient on 
the Occaſion, 


It was ſome time before it was believed, (TI 
would to God it had gained Credit ſooner), but 
now every Child in the Kingdom knows, that 
the Son of the Pretender is in Scotland, has ſet 
up his Standard there, has gathered and diſci- 


plined an Army of great Force, receives daily 
Increaſe of Numbers, is in Poſſeſſion of the ca- 


pital 


„ 
pital City there, has defeated a ſmall Part of the 
King's Forces, and is advancing with * Steps 


towards England. 


What will be the Iſſue of this rapid Progreſs, 
muſt be left to the Providence of God: Howe- 


ver, what 1s incutnbent upon us to do, is, to 


make the beſt Proviſion we can againſt it ; and 
every Gentleman, I dare ſay every Man in Eng- 
land, will think it his Wiſdom and his Intereſt 
to guard againſt the miſchievous Attempts of 
theſe wild and deſperate Ruffians. 


But the great Miſchief to be feared, which 


ought to alarm us exceedingly, and put us im- 
mediately on our Defence, is, the certain Evi- 
dence, which every Day opens more and more, 
that theſe Commotions in the North are but Part 
of a great Plan concerted for our Ruin.— They 
have begun under the Countenance, and will be 
ſupported by the Forces of France and Spain, 
our old and inveterate (and late Experience calls 
upon me to add, our ſavage and blood-thirſty) 
Enemies: A Circumſtance that ſhould fire the 
Indignation of every honeſt Enghfoman. — It 


theſe Deſigns ſhould ſucceed, and Popery and 
arbitrary Power come in upon us, under the In- 


i 


fluence 
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fluence and Direction of theſe two tyrannical and 
corrupted Courts, I leave you to reflect, what 
would become of every thing that is valuable to 
us, 


We are now bleſſed with the mild Admini- 
ſtration of a juſt and Proteſtant King, who is of 
ſo ſtrict an Adherence to the Laws of our Coun- 
try, that not an Inſtance can be pointed out, du- 
ring his whole Reign, wherein he made the leaſt 
Attempt upon the Liberty, or Property, or Re- 
ligion of a ſingle Perſon. But, if the Ambition 
and Pride of France and Spain is to dictate to us, 
we muſt ſubmit to a Man to govern us under 
their hated and accurſed Influence, who brings 
his Religion from Rome, and the Rules and Ma- 


xims of his Government from Paris and Ma- 
drid. 


For God's fake, Gentlemen, let us conſider this 
Matter as becomes us, and let no Time be loſt 
to guard againſt this prodigious Ruin, To your 
immortal Honour be it ſpoken, you have conſi- 
dered it, and are now met together to call in the 
unanimous Conſent and Aſſiſtance of this great 
County. This County, as it exceeds every o- 
ther for its Extent and Riches, ſo it very natu- 

| rally 
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rally takes the Lead of the inferior ones; and it 
will be extremely to our Credit, give Courage 


to the Friends of the beſt Conſtitution in the 
World, damp the Spirit of its Enemies at home, 


(if any ſuch can be conceived in Britain at this 
dangerous Criſis), and be an Inſtruction to thoſe 
abroad, that there is ſtill Spirit and Honeſty e- 
nough among us, to ſtand up in Defence of our 
common Country, 'This will be the Uſe of an 
unanimous and hearty Declaration of Fidelity to 
our Country, and Loyalty to our King. But 
the Times, Gentlemen, call for ſomething more 
than this; ſomething muſt be done, as well as 
ſaid; — and the Fund for our Defence, already 
begun, and now to be propoſed to this great Aſ- 
ſembly, will, *tis hoped, from Reaſons of pu- 
blick Example and publick Safety, meet with 
the hearty Concurrence of every Individual that 
compoſes it; and, at the ſame time that your 
Hearts go along with the Aſſociation, your Hands 
will be open to ä the neceſſary Meaſures 
of Self- defence. | 


As to you, my Reverend Brethren, I have 
not long had the Honour to preſide among you; 


but, from the Experience I have had, and what 


I [ve always heagd of your honeſt Love to your 
PRs 
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Country, (if you permit me to ſay fo), I will be 
pour Security to the Publick, that you will de- 
cline no Pains to inſtruct and animate your Peo- 
ple, nor Expence, according to your Circum- 
ſtances, to ſtand up againſt Popery and arbitrary 
Power, under a French or a Spaniſh Govern- 
ment,— We ſcorn the Policies of the Court of 
Rome ; have no Intereſts ſeparate from the Peo- 
ple; but, on every Occaſion, where our Coun- 
try is concerned, look upon ourſelves as incorpo- 
rated with the warmeſt Defenders of it; or, if 
we do deſire to be diſtinguiſhed, it will be by 
our Ardour and Zeal to preſerve our happy Con- 
ſtitution, 


Let us unite then, Gentlemen, as one Man, 
to ſtop-this dangerous Miſchief; from which U- 
nion no Man ſurely can withdraw or with-hold 
his Aſſiſtance, who is not liſted into the wicked 
Service of a French or Spaniſh Invaſion, or whol- 


ly unconcerned for the Fate of his bleeding 
Country, 


May the great God of Battles Aretch out his 
all powerful Hand to defend us; inſpire an U- 
nion of Hearts and Hands among all Ranks of 
People, a clear Wiſdom into the Counſels of his 


D Majeſty, 
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Majeſty, and a ſteady Courage and Reſolution 
into the Hearts of his Generals, h 


—— 


* * - 8 


The Aſſociation. 


Hereas there is now a horrid and unna- 
tural Rebellion formed and carried on 
in Scotland by Papiſts and other wicked and 
treacherous Perſons, countenanced and ſupport- 
ed by the old and inveterate Enemies of our 
Country, and the Religion and Liberties there- 
of, the Crowns of France and Spain, in order 
to dethrone bis preſent Majeſty King George, 
the only rightful and lawful King of theſe 
{| Realms; and, having ſubverted our Religion, 
Laws, and Liberties, (which God forbid), to 
ſet upon the Throne a Popiſh Pretender, a De- 
pendent and a Slave to thoſe tyrannous and cor- 
rupted Courts: We the Lord Archbiſhop of 
York, Lords Lieutenants, Nobility, Deputy- 
Lieutenants, Juſtices of the Peace, Clergy, Gen- 
tlemen, Freeholders, and others of the Coun- 
ty of Vork, whoſe Names are ſubſcribed to this 
Writing, and every of us, being of Opinion, 
that, in Times ſo full of Danger and treaſonable 
Practices as theſe are, an Union of our Hearts 


and 


1 


and Forces will be moſt conducing to his Maje- 
ſty's Safety, and the publick Good of our Coun- 
try; do voluntarily and willingly bind our- 
ſelves every one of us to the other, jointly and 
ſeverally, in the Band of one firm and loyal So- 
ciety; and do hereby promiſe, That, with our 
whole Powers, Bodies, Lives and Eſtates, we 
and every of us will ſtand by and aſſiſt each other 
in the Support and Defence of his Majeſty's ſa- 
cred Perſon and Government, and will with- 
ſtand, offend, and purſue, as well by Force of 
Arms, as by all other Means, the ſaid Popiſh 
Pretender and Traitors, and alſo all Manner of 
Perſons, of what State ſoeyer they be, and their 
Abetters, that ſhall attempt, act, counſel, or 
conſent to any Thing that ſhall tend to the Harm 
of his Majeſty King George, or of his Royal 
Highneſs the Prince of Wales, or any of their 
Iſſue, or to the Subverſion of his Majeſty's Go- 
vernment. And we do by this Inſtrument de- 
clare, that no one of us ſhall, for any Reſpect 
of Perſons or Cauſes, or for Fear or Reward, 
ſeparate ourſelves from this Aſſociation, or fail 
in the Proſecution thereof, during our Lives. 


Dated at the Caſtle of York, the twenty fourth 
Day of September, in the Year of our Lord 
One thouſand ſeven hundred and forty froe, 


